Northwestern Black
History (Context)

Question

Answer

The University created the
space as part of its
agreement with students to
end the Bursar’s Office
takeover in April of that
same year.

2. What year did the
Black House become a
dedicated safe space
for AfricanAmerican
students on campus?
Bonus: What is the
Black House’s exact
address?

1968; 1914 Sheridan Road

Daniel Hale Williams was
born in Hollidaysburg,
Pennsylvania on January
18, 1856 to a free mulatto
property owner and went to
school in Annapolis,
Maryland, Rockford, Illinois
and Janesville, Wisconsin
before studying medicine
with a leading surgeon in his
office.

3. Daniel Hale Williams,
Northwestern’s first
AfricanAmerican
student, graduated
from Chicago Medical
College of
Northwestern
University in this
year____ ; 32 years
after it was founded in
1851.

1883

2nd sitting president in the
history of Northwestern to
visit the campus. The first
was Theodore Roosevelt
nearly 60 years ago in 1903.
ThenSenator Obama was
also Northwestern’s
Commencement speaker in
2006.

4. What year did
President Obama
embark on his historic
visit to Northwestern’s
campus to deliver a
major address on the
economy to Kellogg
Students? Bonus:
Where did he deliver
his historic address?

2014; Cahn Auditorium

The candlelight vigil is part
of a weeklong series of
oncampus events that
celebrate the life and times
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

5. The annual
Candlelight Vigil is
Northwestern's
longestrunning
observance of the life
of MLK and has been
hosted for more than
20 years by this black
greek organization,
MLK’s fraternity.
Bonus: What are the

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Incorporated;
Old Gold and Black

fraternity colors
Jean Baptiste Pointe du
Sable first arrived on the
western shores of Lake
Michigan about 1779, where
he built the first permanent
nonindigenous settlement,
at the mouth of the river just
east of the present Michigan
Avenue Bridge on the north
bank. (not exactly NU
history, but Chicagoland so
close enough)

Black History 2000present
For her whole as 
Annalise
Keating
on the hit ABC show,
How to Get Away with
Murder
, Viola Davis became
the 1st Black woman to win
an Emmy for Lead Actress in
a Drama Series in 2015.

6. for a settlement he
built near the mouth of
a river in the late 18th
century, a black
explorer by the name of
Jean Baptiste Pointe du
Sable is known as the
founder of what major
American city?

Chicago

Question
1. Who was the first Black
woman to win an Emmy
for 
Lead Actress in a
Drama Series
?

Answer
Viola Davis

Robert Johnson, founder of
BET, became the first black
billionaire in 2000.

2. Who was the first black
billionaire?

Robert L. Johnson

Mo’ne Davis, born in 2001,
played in the 
2014 Little
League World Series
and
was the first girl to pitch a
shutout
in 
Little League
World Series
history. She
was also the first Black girl to
play in the Little League
World Series.

3. Who was the first girl to
throw a shutout in the Little
League World Series?

Mo’ne Davis

Dr. Simmons made history
when she served as
president at Brown University
in Rhode Island from 2001 –
2012.

5. Who was the first African
American president of an Ivy
League institution?

Dr. Ruth Simmons

Birth of a Nation, written,
directed by, produced, and
starring Nate Parker broke
records at the Sundance Film
Festival in 2016.

6. Which film broke records
at the Sundance Film
Festival being bought for
$11.5 million?

Birth of a Nation

Traditional Black History
Facts

Question

Answer

Malcolm X began to speak
to a meeting of the
Organization of
AfroAmerican Unity when a
disturbance broke out in the
crowd of 400. A man yelled,
"Nigger! Get your hand outta
my pocket!" As Malcolm X
and his bodyguards moved to
quiet the disturbance, a man
rushed forward and shot him
in the chest with a sawedoff
shotgun.

1. Malcolm X, revolutionary
thought leader and black
human rights activist was
assassinated at this
venue in Harlem on this
date. Bonus: When was
Malcolm X born?

The Audubon Ballroom,
February 21, 1965; May 19,
1925

Four freshman students at
North Carolina A&T went into
Woolworth, Greensboro, NC,
and "satin” at the
Whitesonly lunch counter
and asked to be served

2. In what city and state did
the sitin at the first
segregated lunch counter
occur during the freedom
riders movement?

Greensboro, North Carolina

The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) is the
nation's oldest, largest and
most widely recognized
grassroots–based civil rights
organization. The only
African American among the
organization's executives
was W.E.B. Du Bois, ain’t dat
a bitch

3. What year was the NAACP
founded?

1909

Plessy v. Ferguson legalized
segregation by claiming that
as long as segregated
facilities were "separate but
equal." they did not violate
any constitutional rights. In
reality, segregated facilities
were shamefully unequal.
"Separate but equal" was a
myth that was used to uphold
systems of White
Supremacy.

4. Which famous Supreme
Court case in 1896 declared
that segregation was legal
and constitutional, as long as
segregated facilities were
"separate but equal?"
Bonus: Which famous
supreme court case led to
the desegregation of
schools?

Plessy vs. Ferguson; Brown
vs. Board of Education

In 1950 the Nobel Committee
awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize to the first
AfricanAmerican, United
Nations (UN) official Ralph
Bunche. He received the
Peace Prize for his efforts as
mediator between Arabs and
Jews in the IsraeliArab war
in 19481949.

6. Awarded in 1950 for his
efforts as mediator between
Arabs and Jews in the
IsraeliArab war in
19481949, Ralphe Bunche
was the first
AfricanAmerican recipient of
what prestigious award?

Nobel Peace Prize

Founded Feb. 12. 1909, the
NAACP is the nation's oldest,
largest and most widely
recognized grassroots–based
civil rights organization. The
only African American among
the organization's executives,
Du Bois was made director of
publications and research
and in 1910 established the
official journal of the NAACP,
The Crisis.

8. Who was the only African
American among the original
NAACP executives?

W.E.B. Du Bois

